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Street Photography – What is it? 

Well, that’s a question with a dozen potential answers!  For me street photography is a candid shot 

of strangers usually taken in a public place.  By candid I mean as the scene presents itself to you 

without set-up, interference or involvement.  When I’m doing street photography I try to fade into 

the background so the people I’m photographing are unaffected by my presence & the picture is as 

natural as possible. 

Of course ultimately these nuances are academic and of more interest to other photographers than 

the people who may view your work. Street photographers have differing approaches and there are 

those who do not feel the need to go unnoticed at all. 
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Is Street Photography for You? 

Not everyone is suited to street photography. While I personally feel compelled to take pictures on 

the street I’m also introvert in my nature and uncomfortable engaging with people. 

Therefore the style of my photography and way I act is in part shaped by my personality. I approach 

street photography in a way that fits with my nature, aptitude and preferences.  A photographer 

who is gregarious and loves to engage with strangers will find my own style limiting and unrewarding 

& will gravitate towards an approach that is enjoyable to them. 
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Is it OK to photograph on the street? 

Why not?  There are some places we expect privacy (and have a right to it) and other places, such as 

a street, where we have no such rights. Having said that treat others as you would like to be treated 

and exercise some common sense. Don’t stalk people, shove your camera in their face or obstruct 

the highway. 

However it’s worth noting that just because somewhere is publicly accessible does not mean it’s a 

public place! Obvious examples are shopping malls which are usually privately owned and restrict 

photography. 

If at some stage someone objects to what you’re doing be pragmatic. If it’s a member of the public 

who feels upset or threatened then do not give them a lecture on you rights as a photographer. Put 

them at ease and if they really want you to stop or delete their photograph then be good humoured 

and comply.  

 

What Gear should you use? 

Whatever works for you! 

I only have two camera options, my canon S90 or a Nikon D7k DSLR and for street photography I 

nearly always use a Canon S90. It’s small, unobtrusive and I nearly always have it with me. I seldom 

use my DSLR as it does not fit well with my style of shooting.   

The increasing range of CSC’s (Compact System Cameras) are interesting because the offer a 

combination of a small body & interchangeable high quality lenses. Some have fast autofocus and 

others have a flexible or tilting LCD. This maybe something I’ll look into in the future. 
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Camera Settings 

My technique usually means that I’m going to get some camera movement and I therefore need a 

reasonably fast shutter speed, ideally around 1/150th of a second as a minimum. This isn’t such a 

problem during the day but when the light starts to fade I have to compromise to get pictures 

and/or crank up the ISO. I shoot wide open and get as close as I can. 

Generally I’ll put the camera into shutter priority mode (TV on a Canon) and let the camera adjust 

the aperture. 

Technique 

Street Photography sounds easy and very accessible – after all most of us have access to the street!. 

However once out there you can often feel very conspicuous and uncomfortable. This is something 

you have to work through by a combination of practice and technique.  

Over time I have adopted a strategy that allows me to get candid shots without people reacting to 

the camera.  I’m not out to get a street “portrait” so I don’t engage with people or ask permission to 

take their photograph.  I prefer to remain inconspicuous because it gets me the shots I want and 

avoids me having to explain what I’m doing.   

 

 



The way I See It – Candid Street Photography 

Getting started 

Imagine yourself as a stranger in a strange land. If you travelled to another place in time think about 

how your attention would be captured by everything around you. The signs, clothes, roads and 

people – every detail of the world around you would catch your eye and spark your interest. The 

trick is to be that person in the present & try and look at the world around you in a new way.   

The next step is to try and visualise the shots you want and how you would get them.  Walk around 

the city streets & practice seeing. Train yourself to see the beauty, the sadness, the decay and the 

mundane. It’s all there around you. When you begin to “see” images that interest you then its time 

to start taking your camera and become a street photographer. 

I have been doing it so long now that I find it practically impossible to walk anywhere without seeing 

the world as a series of images and I’m always looking ahead for the next shot, even when I don’t 

have a camera. 

Here are some of the technique’s I use to photograph people on the street … 
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1 – Play the Tourist 

If you are fortunate to live in a large city that attracts visitors (and their cameras) then you can blend 

into the background by “playing the tourist”. If you look like a tourist and act like a tourist then 

passers-by will assume you are a tourist and pay you no attention. 

Just position yourself in the line of sight of something interesting and make like your taking pictures 

of the area. The skill is to look like you’re doing that while actually framing something else.  Like 

most things it’s more difficult than it looks and you will need to practice to carry it out successfully. 

2 – Video Pan 

I have found that I will create less attention if you look like I’m filming rather than taking still 

pictures.  It’s an odd thing but my experience is that people feel that someone taking a photograph 

of them is an intrusion but that getting “caught” in a video on the street is an occupational hazard of 

being out in public.  

With this technique you simply pan the camera as if you’re capturing a few seconds of video. Take 

care to plan things so that the subject/scene you are interested in comes into frame at the right time 

in the right place.  Again the ruse depends on you carrying this off and looking like you are casually 

filming. 
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3- Shoot from the hip   

With this method you I hold the camera at your side with one hand and shoot “blind”. I get a 

reasonable success rate although the pictures can have an unusual perspective and a jaunty angle 

(both of which I don’t mind).  The downside is that I am moving, my hand is moving and the subject 

is usually moving all of which  adds to the difficulty of getting a clean shot, in focus & without blur. 

However with practice you soon get to know how to frame the shot and get some occasional 

interesting accidents. 

4. Under Cover 

Finally, bad weather is the street photographer’s friend &  makes for good street shooting 

opportunities. People are intent on getting to their destination as they hurry through the streets. 

This gives me two advantages.  The first is that people in a rush are less likely to notice me & if they 

do they can’t be bothered to stop and challenge . Secondly the city looks different when it’s snowing 

or raining so the backdrop to your images has an extra dimension and interest.  

Post Processing  

I shoot in RAW and bring my images into Light room. I will apply keywords and identify the shots I 

like best. I do little post processing. I may straighten or crop and convert to black & white, adjusting 

exposure or contrast etc. or apply one of my favourite pre-sets.  
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Selecting the keepers  

I don’t have rules about what I keep/share. What I’m primarily looking for is something that grabs 

me. If the image has impact or interest then I favour that over a better technical shot that feels 

boring. The way I shot means that my pictures are seldom “perfect”.  The angles and composition 

are unusual but I find this adds interest and gives immediacy to the image and places the viewer in 

the scene. 

Sharing  

At first I kept most of my street photography to myself. I was unsure of its worth and it felt private – 

a secret moment I had captured. But then I began to look at other photographers work and enjoy it. 

I felt inspired and I became aware of a big interest in street photography. 

I now post images on Flickr & Tumblr & started a blog called “The Way I see it “where I could post 

my street photography. 

Final Thoughts 

Finally I do not have any reservations about street photography. I’m out and about in the world 

making images of life being lived.  My pictures reflect the world I walk through and the experiences I 

share with the subject of my photographs. Perhaps this is the way that I am best able to connect 

with people and the world about me. If it is I am thankful to have found it. As I say in my blog profile 

“I’m just a guy with a camera who enjoys pointing it at things” 

 

 


